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Chamber Efforts Lead to Collaboration 
on Improved Air Service
It started with complaints from 
businesses that do business 
globally…they could not reach their 
customers and their customers 
could not reach them in a timely 
fashion.  That conversation in 2015 
led to establishment of a task force 
that ultimately grew to be the 
Grand Junction Regional Air Service 
Alliance, a 501c6 organization that is working to secure more flights, 
particularly direct flights into and out of the Grand Junction Regional 
Airport.  

From the beginning, Chamber staff, in close collaboration with GJEP 
staff, contributed 

We look forward to delivering even better 
news about our connectivity to the world in 

2020 due to this collaboration to improve our 
commercial air service. 

see AIR SERVICE: page 3

CMU 20,000 Update
Enjoy a conversation 
with President Foster and 
Superintendent Sirko Aug 22nd
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Chris Thomas
CEO, Community Hospital
2019 Chairman of the Board

How often have we heard the phase “It takes a village…”?  Obviously, the term has 
been way overused way too often but as I look at the recent economic development 
efforts in the community, I am reminded that it truly does take a village…a village of 
aligned individuals and organizations.  

The recent announcement of the relocation of the Bureau of Land Management 
Headquarters to Grand Junction is a case in point.  It was the efforts of elected officials 
such as Senator Cory Gardner and Congressman Scott Tipton who introduced legislation that elevated 
the conversation in Washington, D.C.  Senator Michael Bennet offered support for the notion.  Locally 
our City Council and County Commissioners led conversations and brought economic developers to the 
table such as Robin Brown with GJEP and Diane Schwenke with the Chamber.  There were letters written, 
websites developed, economic data presented and strategy sessions conducted with local congressional 

representatives and ED Partners such as Derek Wagner, CMU, Greg Caton, City of Grand Junction, Rose 
Pugliese, Mesa County Commissioner and Bonnie Petersen, AGNC.  It literally took a village of proponents to 

make our case for the location of this important federal agency headquarters in our community.  And it WORKED!

While some may look at it simply in terms of new jobs to the community here at the Chamber, we are excited about the potential for 
additional economic activity that the project will generate.  Business travel to and from Grand Junction to meet with the BLM Director 
will result in more commercial airline seats filled, hotel rooms occupied and meals consumed at local restaurants.  The increased 
visibility of having “Grand Junction” in the dateline of press releases by the agency could garner the attention of other entities, public 
and private, looking to locate facilities and employees in a community with affordable housing and an outdoor oriented lifestyle that 
can offer mountain biking experiences on your lunch hour.  The bottom line is that no one can fully anticipate how this announcement 
will strengthen our economy in the years to come…but we definitely know it will.

So, what did we all learn from this successful effort?  It is important to have a common goal, can do attitude and…oh yah…it also takes 
a village.  Our congratulations to all involved and by all means, keep up the good work!  I’m confident this is just one of many efforts that 
will lead to an improved economy and a better community in the future.

Collaboration Results in Big Win!
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AIR SERVICE continued
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RASA
GRAND JUNCTION 

REGIONAL AIR SERVICE ALLIANCE

2019 Board of Directors
Jay Seaton, The Daily Sentinel (Chairman)
Dennis Derrieux, Home Loan (Vice Chairman)
Vance Wagner,  ANB Bank (Secretary/Treasurer)
Brad McCloud, EIS Solutions
Derek Wagner, Colorado Mesa University

Jeff Hurd, Ireland Stapleton Pryor & Pascoe
Dave Krogman, West Star Aviation
Nina Anderson, Express Employment Professionals
Ivan Geer, River City Consultants
Todd Young, Bank of the San Juans

staff time and overhead to make the Alliance a reality.  Today Diane Schwenke and Robin Brown act as Executive Directors.  Meetings are 
held at the Chamber and Chamber staff develop the agendas and keep the corporation’s minutes.  Voting directors are composed of five 
members appointed by GJEP and five members appointed by the Chamber with one member appointed by the ten directors.

The effort took a huge step forward with the passage of the 3% increase in the lodging tax in the fall of 2018.  Chamber staff, in 
collaboration with the Greater Grand Junction Sports Commission and the Visit Grand Junction Advisory Board worked tirelessly to 
inform voters on how this really was a tax that they did not pay and one they would see real benefits from.  The Air Service Alliance 
receives 1% of this new tax and recently pledged their first year’s income to match a $900,000 grant application to the Federal Aviation 
Administration to provide a minimum revenue guarantee to an airline that would deliver daily direct flights to the West Coast, preferably 
San Francisco.  Such guarantees are necessary in order to ensure that an airline flying that route will not lose money as competition for 
new service is fierce among commercial 
airports of our size. 
 
It is anticipated that we may know as 
early as October if the application is 
successful in which case negotiations 
would begin immediately with a carrier in 
hopes of having direct flights to the West 
Coast on a daily basis by mid to late 2020.

For almost four years the Chamber has 
been a strong partner in this effort to 
improve the business climate with board 
members and staff devoting countless 
hours to all of the steps that were 
necessary to get us to this point.  GJEP, 
Grand Junction Regional Airport, City of 
Grand Junction, Visit GJ, Greater Grand 
Junction Sports Authority and Mesa 
County have all played significant roles.  
Diane Schwenke, Chamber CEO notes, 

“We look forward to delivering even better news about our connectivity 
to the world in 2020 due to this collaboration to improve 
our commercial air service.” 
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2019 Grand Junction Chamber Board of Directors
Susan Alvillar, James R. Alvillar and Associates                                       

Kimberly Clemmer, Clemmer Welding, LLC           

Ryan Ellington, Edward Jones Investments

Ivan Geer, River City Consultants

Jerome Gonzales , JG Management Systems, Inc.           

Stuart Hall, Entrada Consulting Group, Inc.      

Donna Hardy, Dalby, Wendland & Co., P. C.                    

Heather Lambeth Root, New Image Realty, LLC

Darin Mack, The Trophy Case

Mark Miller, Ed Bozarth Chevrolet and Buick, Inc.               

Paul Petersen, Mesa Mall

Katie Powell, Munro Supply, LLC

Matthew H. Rosenberg, RoseCap Financial Advisors, LLC         

Michael Santo, Bechtel Santo & Severn            

Stacey Stewart, KKCO 11 News (NBC TV)                                                                                               

Chris Thomas, Community Hospital

Clay Tufly, Alpine Bank 

Janie VanWinkle, VanWinkle Ranch 

Vance Wagner, ANB Bank
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New Mesa County Leadership Class Takes 
Shape!
A record 30 individuals have been accepted into the 2019/2020 Mesa County Leadership Program, a ten-month 
course sponsored by Sooper Credit Union, that provides an in-depth look at various sectors of the community 
along with leadership skills enhancement.  “There is more demand than ever for this sort of training,” noted 
Diane Schwenke, Chamber CEO.  “That is gratifying as we hope this Chamber led initiative gives aspiring 
leaders the background and confidence to assume posts on boards and commissions as well as contemplate 
running for office.”  This class begins their formal training in early September.

• Tamra Allen, Grand Junction City Government
• Joshua Anfang, U.S. Bank, N.A.
• Amber Baird, ANB Bank  
• Mark Berry, Bank of the San Juans   
• Michelle Boisvenue-Fox, Mesa County Libraries 
• Nicole Dalpiaz, Ute Water Conservancy District
• Kelsey Glatt, Monument Health
• Tyler Harris, Bray Real Estate
• Brian Hollingsworth, Dalby, Wendland & Co., P. C.
• Anne Jenkins, Target Stores, Inc. 
• Tawni Kelley, Alpine Bank Grand Junction 
• Ross Koepsell, Wells Fargo Bank - Grand Junction
• Ed Krey, Employer Representatives & Krey Benefit 
• Andreya Krieves, Crossroads Fitness
• Colby Lash, Community Hospital 

• Brian Leman, St. Mary's Medical Center | SCL Health 
• Adam Mayer, Community Hospital 
• Mike Moyes, Coloramo Federal Credit Union
• David Nelson, Bank of Colorado 
• Scott Olsen, Ute Water Conservancy District
• Rick Reynolds, Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
• Sean Rubalcaba, Home Loan Insurance 
• Kent Slawson, Bray Real Estate 
• Lexi Van Roekel, ProVelocity    
• Sandra Weckerly, Redlands Mesa Real Estate Sales 
• Derek Wise, Sooper Credit Union
• Brian Young, FCI Constructors, Inc.

Thank you to our 2019/2020 
Mesa County Leadership Class Sponsors!



Join Us for CMU 20,000 Update August 22nd
It is back to school time not just for students in August but also for our CMU 20,000 initiative.  Join us for a light breakfast and learn 
about all of the progress that has been made in providing college level access for high school students in District 51 on Wednesday, 
August 22nd, 7:30 AM at the CMU Ballroom.  Tim Foster, CMU President and Diana Sirko, Mesa Valley School District 51 Superintendent 
will discuss how the two entities are working together to remove barriers and encourage participation by high school students 
in earning college credits and industry certifications.  The goal is to have students graduate high school with a head start on their 
postsecondary journey and/or the skills needed to enter the local workforce immediately if that is what they want to do.
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Join Us for a Conversation!
with

August 22, 2019 | 7:30am at CMU
Visit gjchamber.org for more information or to reserve your seat!
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Do you know a middle school or high school student who is interested in creating, pitching 
and launching their very own business? We’re hosting a YEA! Information Session for students 
interested in applying for the YEA! Class of 2020!  

WHAT: Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) Information Session for students in grades 6-12, and 
 their families to learn about the Young Entrepreneurs Academy. YEA! is a 30-week program that 
 guides middle and high school students through launching and running their own real businesses or  
 social movements!  

 Join us for a slice of pizza, and to learn about the structure, curriculum, and student 
 application process for the program, and hear from YEA! alumni first-hand about their 
 experiences and their business launches!

WHEN: August 21, 2019 | 5:00-6:00 PM

WHERE: Western Colorado Community College, 2508 Blichmann Ave, 
 Building BA, RM 118
  
WHO: Students grades 6-12 and their families
 Business leaders and interested community volunteers

This event is free and open to the public.  
Call Darcy at 970-263-2916 to RSVP!

START AS A STUDENT, FINISH AS A CEO!
YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS ACADEMY (YEA!) INFORMATION NIGHT
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MEMBER BENEFIT:
Office Depot Chamber 
Member Discount 
Program Offers Back 
to School Savings
School is just around the corner which means so is school 
shopping, you can save up to 60% off a list of 195 items commonly 
purchased for back to school. In addition to these savings take 5% 
off most other items in-store and save up to 70% off your copy and 
print jobs when you use your Store Purchasing Card.

Your local Office Depot is ready to help you with all of your back to 
school needs from paper to laptops your Chamber discount can 
help your bottom line. They even have the school list in store for 
your convenience. If you can’t find what you are looking for in the 
store they can ship it in for you as well, need some furniture for the 
new dorm? They can help with that too.  

Quickly and easily print your Store Purchasing Card from the sign-
up page, and receive the lowest price on EVERY item whether from 
the Chamber’s contract or the in-store special price.

Prefer to shop online? Follow the link below to sign up for an 
account or to make additional copies of your Store Purchasing Card 
for your employees.

Go to www.saveatofficedepot.com/grandjunctionchamber to print 
your Store Purchasing Card or sign up for the member discount 
program.    

Grid Security Top of Mind for 
August Energy Briefing

Earlier this summer there was a blackout in parts 
of New York City that lasted for hours with similar 
occurrences in the Pacific Northwest.  With all of 
the discussion about how to generate electricity 

there has been very little discussion about the 
grid that delivers that electricity to our homes and 

businesses.  Is the grid capable of handling our 
growing needs?  And how secure is the system? 

In June of this year the U.S. Senate passed the 
Securing Energy Infrastructure Act with bipartisan 
support.  A companion bill has been introduced in 
the US House of Representatives.  The legislation 

will defend the U.S. energy grid by partnering with 
industry to utilize engineering concepts to remove 
vulnerabilities that could allow hackers to access 

the grid through holes in digital software systems.  

Our presenter will be Keith Carman, Senior 
Manager Transmission System Operations 

for Tri State Energy.   

August 21, 2019 at 12:00 PM  at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton

Cost is $15 which includes lunch and 
reservations can be made online at the 
Chamber website, www.gjchamber.org or by 
calling the office, at 970-242-3214.

This series is presented by Shear Inc & Atlasta Solar 
Center. It is sponsored in part by HRL Compliance 
and Munro Supply.
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Chamber Hosts Economic Data Workshop August 28th
Learn how to access and use public data in your business!

Brian Lewandowski (Associate Director, Leeds School of Business - Business and Research Division, 
University of Colorado) is leading a workshop on accessing and using public data, Wednesday, August 
28th, 1:00 to 4:00 in the FCI Boardroom located on the lower level of the Chamber building. This hands-
on workshop addresses the lack of awareness of public data and how to utilize it. We'll be focusing on 
public economic data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the U.S. Census Bureau and various Colorado 
Sources. Workshop content is tailored toward data users and there is no cost to attend but registrations are 
requested and can be made at www.gjchamber.org and click on the events calendar.

Individuals within government, economic development organizations and private companies that have planning 
responsibilities and need to compile economic profiles and demographic reports are encouraged to attend.  This 
project is supported by Colorado Secretary of State's Office and CU's Leeds School of Business – Business Research 
Division and hosted by the Grand Junction Chamber.  

Sing Along Under 
the Stars at the 
Chamber's
Tees & Tunes: Concert-
on-the-Green

As the Chamber prepared to celebrate it's 25th year 
of the annual Golf Tournament in 2018, a rebranding 
the tournament to be called the "Tees & Tunes" 
was only the start . The addition of a concert went 
on to enhance an already fun-filled day out at the 
golf course, allowing Chamber members to spend a 
beautiful fall evening with their peers, enjoying good food and good music!

2018's Tees & Tunes event was such a success, sponsors lined up to do it again this year!
Golfers will start the day off with the traditional choice of 2 shotgun start options, enjoying the day out on the course as they compete in a 
traditional scramble format. Each golfer will receive a tournament prize, drink tickets, lunch, and a ticket to the Concert on the Green which 
includes dinner. 

Not a golfer? Don't worry, the Concert is open to ALL Chamber 
members and we encourage everyone to grab a chair or blanket and 
come spend the evening with us as Patrick & the LVB takes the stage.
Patrick currently holds a 4 night/week residency at Aria Resort & Casino 
in the center of the Las Vegas Strip. He plays a wide variety of energetic 
covers and has great experience with corporate events. A few of 
Patrick's corporate clients include Google, Samsung, Hewlett-Packard, 
Lexus, FedEx and many more.  He has also shared the stage with Bon 
Jovi, Daughtry, One Republic, Toto and others.

So don't wait, gather your foursome and sign up 
for the Tees & Tunes Annual Golf Tournament and 
Concert on September 27th and be a part of the fun! 
Contact Candace at candace@gjchamber.org for more 
information. 
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The Affordability Roadmap: Join 
us as we examine what drives the rise in 
health care costs and how Colorado and 
Mesa County compare to other areas in 
terms of true costs of health care.

Better Living Through Drugs—
Pharmacy Costs: Everyone at one time 
or another has had sticker shock after 
a visit to their local pharmacy.  Costs to 
consumers and health insurance plans 
drive up costs of coverage for everyone.  
Why are costs so high?  Who gets those 
rebates that the drug companies tout as a 
way to bring costs down? What can we do 
as a state and as employers do to really 
impact this sector of health care?

Hospitals and Providers:  Join us as 
we look at hospital services and costs, 
including why costs are different for 
different market segments and how that 
impacts small employers.  Learn what 
employers elsewhere are doing differently 
today to ease the upward pressure on 
commercial payers and still receive quality 
care for their employees and their families.

Innovation That Drives 
Better Utilization and Cost 
Management:Good data in will result in 
good data out.  Learn about the All Payers 
Database, what employers can do to help 
improve this tool and how it can help all 
of us do a better job of determining costs 
drivers and potentially impacting that 
costs through the reports it can and does 
generate.

Legislative Remedies—What Might 
They Be and Will They Work?:  We 
saw significant pieces of legislation pass 
in the 2019 General Assembly Session 
aimed at helping contain costs for all 
Coloradoans from bills requiring more 
transparency to creating a reinsurance 
mechanism to drive down premium costs 
on the Health Insurance Exchange.  Will 
it work?  Will it be enough?  What else 
is on the table in Colorado that may be 
part of the discussion with the Colorado 
Legislature convenes on January 8th, 
2020?

10

Annual Healthcare Summit to Focus on Costs, 
Legislation, and Innovation
In a survey sent to GJACC members in September of 2018, healthcare costs tied as the top concern for 
businesses related to workforce issues.  

In collaboration with Kim Bimestefer,  Executive Director for the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing, the Chamber is excited to 
be discussing a variety of topics (see below) covering the important connection between our workforce and healthcare. Join us on October 
23rd at the DoubleTree by Hilton to see how we are working to help you and your business!

$45 per person includes continental breakfast and all work sessions. 
Reserve your seats today at www.gjchamber.org

presented by
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Learn the simple but powerful strategies you need to solve your worst workplace 
problems, energize your people and “Be the Manager Other Managers Envy and Bosses 
Can't Wait to Reward” Move beyond simply managing to truly leading your team.

What sets “Superstar” managers apart is a couple of 
absolutely essential things – they've learned how to turn 
EVERY employee into an asset (even the really difficult 
ones) AND they've learned how to turn ALL their people 
into an enthusiastic, committed, well-led team. 

Wednesday, August 7th from 8:30am - 12:00pm at the 
GJACC FCI Board Room.
Cost to attend is $129 for Chamber members. (Register 3 or 
more, get the 4th for FREE).

For more information or to register, email 
trisha@gjchamber.org.

Attend Glenn Shepard Leadership Class

October 23, 2019 Presented By
Save the Date!
7:00 am - 12:00 pm

Corporate Sponsors

Featured Sponsors



Colorado Chamber and 
GJ Chamber Team up!
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Legislative Update/Tips for Lobbying 
Offered September 13th

The Colorado General Assembly may be out of session but that 
doesn’t mean that there are not substantive policy discussions 
going on this summer regarding potential employer mandates 

such as Family Medical Leave.  

The Grand Junction Chamber is proud to partner with the 
Colorado Chamber for our next Sunrise Seminar, sponsored by 
Home Loan Insurance on Friday, September 13th, 9:00 AM to 

10:30 AM in the FCI Boardroom located on the lower level of the 
Chamber building.

 
Participants will learn about the interim study committees’ work 

and what is already being discussed as possible legislation for 
the 2020 session of the General Assembly.  Additionally, Loren 
Furman, Colorado Chamber will offer tips and suggestions on 

how to provide testimony and feedback to lawmakers.  Many of 
the Chamber’s members earlier this year found themselves in the 

position of wanting to influence bills on everything from sales 
tax collection to industry regulations but not sure how to do it or 
even if it would make a difference so this should prove helpful for 

attendees.

There is no cost to attend the event but registrations are required 
and can be made by visiting www.gjchamber.org.

Presented by

Candidates and 
Issues Headline 

September Quarterly 
Meeting 

2019 is an off-year election which typically 
means less candidates and less ballot 

questions than a general election but that 
doesn’t mean that area voters will not 

be involved in making some significant 
decisions this fall.  

Two seats on the District 51 School Board will be on the ballot 
along with a significant ask by the School District for more 

funding and bonding to support a new Grand Junction High 
School and improvements to other high schools in the system.  

The City of Grand Junction is also seeking feedback on two 
measures that may appear on the ballot, a bonding question for 

transportation and another look at extending the leases in the Las 
Colonias Business Park.

 In our ongoing efforts to inform business leaders the 
Chamber will devote our September Quarterly Membership 

Meeting to a candidate forum and sharing information on the 
ballot measures.  Additionally, we will be featuring expanding 
companies and presenting them with our Hammer Award for 

Building the Economy.  If you have expanded in the past year by 
making capital investments and/or adding jobs let us know by 

emailing trisha@gjchamber.org and we will buy you lunch.
 

September 16th, 12:00 PM at the DoubleTree by Hilton
$18 in advance for GJACC Members

$23 at the door/ future members

 Thank you 
Title Sponsor Venture Advocates

Corporate Sponsor Asset Engineering Limited, 
Featured Sponsors Capital Business Systems and Moody 

Insurance Agency, Inc.
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 AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS

Aug 7  Glenn Shepard Seminar
 GJACC Offices -  FCI Board Room
 8:30am -12:00pm  
  $129 per person
 RSVP to trisha@gjchamber.org

Aug 21 Energy Briefing Series
 Grid Security
 12:00pm - 1:30pm
 DoubleTree by Hilton
 $15 GJACC Members in Advance/ $20 at the Door
 RSVP to info@gjchamber.org

Aug 21 Networking @ Noon Lunch 
 Ale House
 12:00pm - 1:30pm
 $18 GJACC Members
 RSVP to trisha@gjchamber.org

Aug 22 CMU20,000 Update
 w/ President Foster & Superintendent Sirko 
 CMU Ballroom
 7:30am - 9:00am
 RSVP to info@gjchamber.org

Aug 27 Business After Hours
 Freeway Bowl
 5:30pm - 7:00pm
 $10 GJACC Members in Advance/ $12 at the Door
 **MEMBERS ONLY**
 RSVP to info@gjchamber.org

Aug 28 Economic Data Workshop
 GJACC Offices -  FCI Board Room 
 1:00pm - 4:00pm
 $10 GJACC Members in Advance/ $12 at the Door
 **MEMBERS ONLY**
 RSVP to info@gjchamber.org

Join us as we Network, Advocate, and Learn



All Secure Storage
2793 Riverside Parkway
Grand Junction, CO 81501
Bill Plock - (970) 259-4153
www.allsecurestorage.net
Storage/Mini Storage

Edible Fruit Designs
2400 Consistory Ct
Grand Junction, CO 81501-2009
Willy Tuz - (970) 628-4775
www.willyswildcarvings.com
Fruits & Vegetables

Essence Painting
Forrest T. Nash - (970) 778-2222
Painting Contractors

Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation - Elite Group
2755 North Ave, Ste 110
Grand Junction, CO 81501-6415
Wendy Duran - (970) 364-7979
Mortgages & Contracts

Flowerchild
PO Box 2890
Grand Junction, CO 81502-2890
Kelly McLoughlin - (970) 985-4003
www.flowerchildcbd.com
Manufacturing

Hovland Forensic and Financial
2536 Rimrock Ave, Ste 400-139
Grand Junction, CO 81505
Steven D. Hovland - (970) 210-4503
https://hovlandforensic.com
Accountants: Certified Public

Humana Medicare Insurance
PO Box 174
Grand Junction, CO 81502-0714
Patricia L. Zapf - (970) 301-8752
www.humana.com/pzapf
Insurance

Industrial Screen & Maintenance 
Inc
2285 Logos Ct
Grand Junction, CO 81505-9731
Tammy Fanch - (970) 245-4020
www.industrialscreen.com
Machining: CNC
Engineers: Civil, Environmental, 
Mechanical, Structural or C

Kratom Bar & Coffee House
569 32 Rd, Ste 9A
Grand Junction, CO 81504
Cody Calhoon - (970) 549-1041
www.gjkratombar.com
Health and Wellness

Mary Kay Independant Beauty 
Consultant
Courtney Carlson - (970) 714-4029
Health and Beauty

Village Cooperative of Grand 
Junction
683 Horizon Dr, Ste 111
Grand Junction, CO 81506-5279
Lisa Doudy - (970) 628-3628
www.villagecooperative.com
Real Estate Developers & Investors
Real Estate: Commercial/
Residential/Agricultural

JOIN US as we 
welcome our newest 
members!
Take a moment and 
reach out to say hello 
to these fellow local 
businesses

Congratulations 
to these businesses who celebrated Ribbon Cuttings!

Barr Family Dentistry

(New Business)
Chelsea Barr (970) 255-7070

1301 N 7th St, Ste B
Grand Junction, CO 81501

http://barrfamilydentistry.com
Dentist: General/Cosmetic

Book Your
Ribbon Cutting Today 14

Humana Medicare Insurance

(New Business)
Patricia L. Zapf (970) 301-8752

PO Box 174
Grand Junction, CO 81502
www.humana.com/pzapf

Insurance

Voices For Awareness

(New Location)
Andrea Thomas (970) 250-8449

2453 Industrial Blvd
Grand Junction, CO 81505

www.voicesforawarness.com
Non Profit: Charitable
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